Drought Information Statement for

the Missouri Ozarks
Valid October 8, 2026

Issued By: WFO Springfield, MO
Contact Information: contact.sgf@noaa.gov

e This product will be updated October 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/sgf/SGFDroughtMonitor for additional information.
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http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/sgf/SGFDroughtMonitor
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&: U.S. Drought Monitor

Key Messages

&

_ has expanded, now including

Newton, McDonald, Barry, Lawrence, Greene, Christian,
Stone, Taney, Douglas, Webster, Wright Counties, and
portions of Jasper, Barton, Dade, Polk, Dallas, Laclede,
Camden, Pulaski, Texas, Howell, and Ozark Counties in
Missouri.

D2 (Severe Drought) now includes areas mentioned
above in addition to Cherokee County and portions of
Crawford and Bourbon Counties in Kansas, and portions
of Vernon, St. Clair, Cedar, Hickory, Phelps, Dent,
Shannon, and Oregon Counties in Missouri.

D1 (Moderate Drought) includes areas mentioned
above in addition to portions of Benton, Morgan, Miller
and Maries Counties in Missouri.

The DO (Abnormally Dry) area includes areas
mentioned above.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

»> Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Lower Midwest

Springfield, MO WFO

U.S. Drought Monitor

October 8, 2026
11:15 AM

October 6, 2026

(Released Thursday, Oct. 8, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 |D1-D4 [ D2-D4 nxZoZ S’

Curmrent 3.35 | 96.65 | 89.95 | 70.33 | 42.77 | 0.00

Last Week

25500 3.35 | 96.65 | 91.23 | 65.20 | 36.45 | 0.00

3 Months Ago

e 97.76 | 224 | 0.24 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

Start of

Calendar Year | 0.00 [100.00|84.13 | 18.69 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-06-2026

Start of
Water Year 0.42 | 99.58 | 80.07 | 31.76 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-30-2025

One YearAgo | (4> | o958 |84.89 |41.25| 0.00 | 0.00
10-07-2025

Intensity:

l:] None :l D2 Severe Drought
|:| DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[ | D1 Moderate Drought |l D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.uni.edu/About.aspx

Author:
Richard Tinker
CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

National Weather Service

Springfield, MO


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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Link to Recent Change Maps

U.S. Drought Monitor
Kansas

Key Messages

&

October 6, 2026

(Released Thursday, Oct. 8, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 [D1-D4 [ D2-D4 fs=ZsZ Sv}

Cument 51.14 | 48.86 | 30.85 | 10.40 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week

L 29.64 | 70.36 | 46.41 | 2270 | 0.00 | 0.00

3MonthsAgo | 59 49 | 4051 2676 | 7.04 | 0.00 | 0.00
07-07-2026

Start of
Calendar Year | 68.26 | 31.74 | 13.65 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-06-2026

Start of
Water Year | 8175 18.25 | 509 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-30-2025

One YearAgo | o437 | 1963 | 7.82 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
10-07-2025

Intensity:

[: None ] D2 Severe Drought
:] DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[ ] D1 Moderate Drought [JJlf D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condiions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.un!. edu/About.aspx

Author:
Richard Tinker
CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

U.S. Drought Monitor
Missouri

Sass

i

October 8, 2026

11:15 AM

October 6, 2026

(Released Thursday, Oct. 8, 2026)
Valid 8 am. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)
e Jovo oo [ [

Curmrent 39.27 | 60.73 | 44.78 | 25.10 | 15.27 | 0.00

Last Week

e 37.80 | 62.20 | 45.35 | 23.52 | 13.01 | 0.00

3MonthsAgo | g4 95 | 1508 | 512 | 1.06 | 0.00 | 0.00
07-07-2026

Start of
Calendar Year | 472 | 95.28 | 57.54 | 11.61 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-06-2026

Start of
Water Year 6.56 |93.44 [63.57 [ 22.18 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-30-2025

One YearAgo | 55y | 9750 [70.93 | 26.76 | 0.00 | 0.00
10-07-2025

Intensity:

[: None 7] D2 Severe Drought
:l D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[_] 01 Moderate Drought |JJll D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.uni.edu/About.aspx

Author:
Richard Tinker
CPC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Compared to the rest of the states, southern Kansas and southwest Missouri are experiencing the worst of drought

conditions.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

This update includes rain that fell across Missouri October 1-2. Despite the rain, Drought has expanded.

National Weather Service

Springfield, MO


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity October 8, 2026

\y .
v,,.» Link to Recent Change Maps
U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Springfield, MO WFO U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Springfield, MO WFO
1 Week 4 Week

B - - -
- 5 Class Degradation - 5 Class Degradation
- 4 Class Degradation - 4 Class Degradation
|:' 3 Class Degradation I:l 3 Class Degradation
I: 2 Class Degradation I:] 2 Class Degradation
l:] 1 Class Degradation I:] 1 Class Degradation

|:| No Change |:] No Change
I:] 1 Class Improvement I:] 1 Class Improvement
|:| 2 Class Improvement |:| 2 Class Improvement
October 6! 2026 - 3 Class Improvement October 6’ 2026 - 3 Class Improvement
compared to - 4 Class Improvement compared to - 4 Class Improvement
September 29, 2026 September 8, 2026

droughtmonitor.unl.edu I 5 ciass improvement droughtmonitor.unl.edu I 5 Ciass improvement

Key Messages

e Drought monitor category has mostly either degraded or remained the same over the last week; there was some

Improvement in areas across southeast Kansas, central Missouri, and extreme southern Missouri where greater rain
amounts fell October 1-2.

@ xftionaLOc_;e:r:jic :_an_dt ; National Weather Service
\ ’ mospheric ministration = -
U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, MO


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
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5 - October 8, 2026
& 30-Day Precipitation 11:15 AM
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30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches) 30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
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Key Messages

e Precipitation has been well below normal for some areas—particularly within the Ozarks—the last 30 days.
e |solated areas in southeast Kansas, northern Missouri and southeast Missouri did see some beneficial rain.

@ Z:tionaLOC.:e:rgc :_:m_dt . National Weather Service
\ ’ mosphneric ministration - =
U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, Mo




October 8, 2026

11:15 AM
=3 Link to HPRCC

Precipitation (in)
Key Messages P
Y J 10/1/2026 - 10/7/2026

| l

e A storm system produced a very narrow swath of rain
through portions of southeast and central Missouri,
and southeast Kansas on October 1st and 2nd,
totaling generally between 0.50 and 2.00 inches.

e This rain provided only limited relief to
drought-stricken areas.

e Areas already stricken with drought received very
little rainfall from this system, persisting and
expanding the Severe (D3) Drought.

o ] . ] Generated 10/8/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Services
For additional information, check out: ACIS Climate Maps

@ EtationaLOc.:eaAr:c :_:m_dt . National Weather Service
\ ’ mosphneric ministration - =
U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, MO


https://hprcc.unl.edu/
https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps

October 8, 2026

g8 Temperature T
;"4'***&5\ Link to HPRCC
Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
9/8/2026 — 10/7/2026

Key Messages
e Theregion has seen well above normal temperatures

the past 30 days.

e |n fact, September has been the warmest September
on record for all four of the climate sites in our area
(Springfield, Joplin, West Plains, and Rolla-Vichy).

e These conditions, along with little to no precipitation,
have continued to present and expand drought

severity.
o ] . ] Generated 10/8/2026 using provisional data. ACIS Web Services
For additional information, check out: ACIS Climate Maps
National Weather Service
Springfield, MO

National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerci



https://hprcc.unl.edu/
https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps

October 8, 2026
11:15 AM

&: Summary of Impacts
a"s Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR)

¢
¢***

Hydrologic Impacts
e The USGS National Water Dashboard depicts most streamflows are normal (25th-75th percentile) to below normal
(10th-24th percentile) across most of the area, with a few isolated streamgages reading much below normal (<10th

percentile).

Agricultural Impacts
e Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMORSs): Increasing number of severe drought reports, including outside of D2
drought areas. Severe agricultural impacts are becoming more widespread: loss to crop yield, supplemental pasture
feeding required, reduced pasture/forage, increased invasive plants/weeds, browning of grass, no pasture regrowth,

increasing dustiness/air quality reduction from dry soils, change in timing of plant growth, sparse canopies of trees, .

Ponds are drying—or have dried—-up, increased reliance on wells that are running low.

o
Animal stress has been high with above normal temperatures persisting.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e A modest increase in fire activity—largely in the D1 through D3 areas—suggesting an early start to the fire season.
|Isolated cases of extreme fire behavior may be observed where fuels have been sufficiently preheated.

National Weather Service

Other Impacts
Springfield, MO

e There are no other known impacts at this time.

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerci



https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx

. October 8, 2026
Agricultural Impacts 11:15 AM

Key Messages

e Soil Moisture conditions continue to be well below o , ,
o Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
normal, between the 1-10th percentile in many OCT 07, 2026
locations across southern Missouri. il
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For additional experimental drought indicators

@ xftionalhOc_;e:r:c a_an_dt ; National Weather Service
\ ’ mospheric ministration = -
U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, MO


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ConditionsOutlooks/CurrentConditions.aspx

October 8, 2026

11:15 AM

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
October 2026 November 2026
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Key Messages

e Missouri and Kansas have near-normal probabilities for significant wildfire potential for September and October.
e Neighboring areas to the south have above-normal probability of significant wildfires for September.

@ xftionaLOC_;e:rgc :_an_dt ; National Weather Service
\ ’ mospheric ministration = -
U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, MO



https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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& Seven Day Precipitation Forecast October 8, 2020

¥y

Key Messages

&

Tropical System l|saias is forecast to just scrape by the
Missouri Bootheel region, bringing only marginal
rainfall amounts to south-central Missouiri.

Otherwise, temperatures are expected to remain well
above normal, challenging records at times, with
mostly dry weather. Another system may approach
from the west toward the end of the period, but
confidence in rain is low at this time.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

11:15 AM

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for October 7,
2026-October 14, 2026

Predicted Inches of Precipitation

0 0.01 0.1 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 1.25 15 1.75
1.75 2 2.5 3 4 5 7 10 15 20
Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 10/07/26

courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Springfield, MO
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i =s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

8-14 Day Temperature Outlook @

Valid: October 15 - 21, 2026
Issued: October 7, 2026

P
Probability
(Percent Chance)

Above Normal Below Normal

Above
® ’ Leaning 33-40%  Near  33-40% } Leaning

I
Below

& Above 40-50% Normal  40-50%
= Below Aleutian Islands Near [ 50-60% | 50-60% |
- Normal d L I 60-70% so-70% W |
. . ikely 200, 80 Ikely
.. rove I 70-80% 70-80% [N Belbir
R Lo [ 50-90% 80-90% I
R T I 90-100% 90-100% I

Key Messages

Valid: October 15 - 21, 2026
Issued: October 7, 2026

Likely
Above

October 8, 2026

11:15 AM

8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook @

e
Probability

(Percent Chance)
Above Normal

Below Normal

33-40% Near 33-40% Leaning
©140-50%  Normal  40-50% | Below

I 50-60% 1 50-60% [

I 60-70% 60-70% [N )
B 70-80% 70-80% [N égi‘\)\’l
I 80-90% 80-90% [N

I 90-100% 90-100% [

e Above-normal temperatures and above-normal precipitation are favored in the October 15-21 period. However,

confidence in rain chances is still low.

@ National Oceanic and
V Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service

Springfield, MO


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

October 8, 2026

z 11:15 AM
i =s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Week 3-4 Temperature Outlook @

Valid: October 17 - 30, 2026
Issued: October 2, 2026

Week 3-4 Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: October 17 - 30, 2026
Issued: October 2, 2026

Probability

(Percent Chance) Probability
Above Near Below (Percent Chance)
Normal Normal Normal Above Near Below
® ? Leaning /777 33-40% 3340%  33-40% [ |\_ Leaning Normal Normal Normal
a Above [0 40-50% W 40-50%  40-50% [ Below Leaning /[ ]33-40% 33-40%  33-40%[ |\  Leaning

Above [77]40-50% [ 40-50%  40-50% [ Below

-60Y% -60Y
I 50-60% Equal 50-60% [
) I 60-70% Chances 60-70% [N
kg@y I 70-80% [ 70-80% [ 'é'klew
Ve I 50-90% 80-90% [N e

I 00-100% 90-100% [

g
- - *
Aleutian Islands Equal Above [ s0-60% Equal 50-60%
N\ Below Chances ~{ ) B 60-70%  Chances  60-70% [ )

€ . Likely I 70-80% [ 70-80% [ Likely

. Above o , Below
\° Below «\ . oM I 50-90% 80-90% [N
;-.WM ° " Below Above [ 90-100% 90-100% [

Key Messages

e Above normal temperatures expected to continue through the rest of October.
e \While there are some marginal rain chances in the future, chances are for the rest of October to read in below normal.

National Oceanic and

j2tional Oceame and National Weather Service
spheri Inistration . .
U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, Mo



https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

October 8, 2026

g: 11:15 AM

45> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2026
Issued: September 17, 2026

Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2026
Issued: September 17, 2026

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @ Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

‘Aboyve

Chances

L

L )
Probability

Probability

(Percent Chance) (Percent Chance)
Above Near Below Above Near Below
Normal Normal Normal Normal Normal Normal
Leaning | 33-40% 33-40%  33-40% | Leaning Leaning 33-40% 33-40%  33-40% \7 ‘ Leaning
Above N 40-50% M 40-50%  40-50% | Below Above | 40-50% [ 40-50%  40-50% Below
B 50-60% Equal 50-60% [0 N I 50-60% Equal 50-60% [
I 60-70% Chances 60-70% [ - I 60-70% Chances 60-70% [
Likely I 70-80% 1 70-80% [N Likely 8 Likely I 70-80% (| 70-80% [ Likely
s Above Below o Above Below
\° . I s0-90% 80-90% [ \° . I 80-90% 80-00% [
Fhase . I 90-100% 90-100% [ Fhumse . I 90-100% 90-100% [

Key Messages

&

The late fall to early winter pattern slightly favors above normal temperatures and precipitation as we head into a very
strong EL Nino.
National Oceanic and National Weather Service

Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce Springfield 5y MO


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

°a° October 8, 2026
Additional Drought Resources 11:15 AM

For Additional Information Drought lmpacts
=  NWS Springfield Webpage | IDSS Point Forecasts

Agriculture i Public Health
Fa[jms, ranche?,hgnccé gtr%?iphge!agdgdsﬂgr, k Q decrease otf \;vt?/tertcan Iee(ajd tdo an increafe| ?]f illlrgﬁss,
. . . and increases ir pr isease, mortality rates, and adverse mental hea
-  NWS Springfield Drought Monitor Resources
Ecosystems “ Wildfire Management
-  Graphical Hazardous Weather Outlook e e il
. . . . Manufacturin Ener
9 M ISSOUri DrOUth Mon ItOI’ | Kansas DrOUth MOn Itor & Interruptions in the water s?pply canresultin a Productioggall types of energy requires water, and
- - reduction of productivity or closure of facilities z  drought can severely impact energy systems and prices
=> Drought Monitor Archive e @
=> CPC Drought Information
=> National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS)
-> National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC)

Missouri USGS Streamflows | Kansas USGS Streamflows
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—> Drought Safety

Trinity Lake; CAdry laket
Drought, 2014. Photo: USGS
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@ xftionaLOC_;e:r:c .'_:m_dt ; National Weather Service
\ ’ mospheric ministration = -
U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, MO



https://www.weather.gov/sgf/
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/sgf/DroughtMonitor2022
https://www.weather.gov/erh/ghwo?wfo=sgf
https://www.drought.gov/states/missouri
https://www.drought.gov/states/kansas
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/
https://www.drought.gov/
https://www.drought.unl.edu/
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/?m=real&r=mo&w=map
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?r=ks&m=real&w=map
https://www.weather.gov/safety/drought

